NATIONAL CONSTITUTION
P1 ALPHA XI

THE HONOR SOCIETY FOR HORTICULTURE

ARTICLE I: Name and Purpose

Section I: Name

The full, legal name of this organization is Pi Alpha Xi, The Honor Society for Horticulture,
abbreviated as P.A.X.

P.A.X. was founded in'1923 aﬂﬂg@_@qwmyﬁure. Over time, it expanded to
include landscapé horticulture and ornamental horticulture. The 2010 revision expanded to

include all hofticultural disciplines. ol
- f:.h__"‘: /ﬂ. — e _l r g
The meaning of the Honor Society for Horticulture is interpreted as a professional Honor
Society for those/engaged in horticulture. y .8
1 *""fdhl & %‘ 7\
Section II: MiSsion ) = 4

The mission of this Honor Society is1)to recognize-high schelarship, 2) to foster good
relationships among its members, 3;),fo promote or tofacilitate the exchange of ideas among
members of the pg fessions, and 4) %o establish cordial relations among students, educators,
and industry members. \ = ] 7’
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ARTICLE II: Chaptérs i
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Section I: Ellg le‘l@n&.—:. —— :
Any four-year university or college offering instr __'-o;;t{';:ulture_ is eligible to establish a
chapter. ; Vet .
]

A petition for the establishment of a new chapter is presented to the Board of Directors
through the National Secretary-Treasurer. Upon consent of the Board of Directors, the petition
is referred to all active chapters, by referendum at the Annual Business Meeting (two-thirds
affirmative vote by the members present) or by mail or electronic correspondence. Upon
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the active chapters, the President notifies the new chapter of
its acceptance.

Section III: Installation of New Ghapter

Such petitioning group covers the expense of the National President or other officer to attend
the chapter installation and, at the time of installation, deposits with the Executive Secretary
the regular initiation fee for each of the members. The chapter is exempt from further
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payment of dues for the remainder of the academic year, except for members initiated after
the installation of the chapter.

Section IV: Inactivation of Chapter

An active chapter of Pi Alpha Xi (those current on national dues) may be declared inactive by
the National President or by the Board of Directors

e upon the request of the chapter concerned or recognized staff advisor of the chapter,

or

e after lapse of dues payment for a period of more than three years.
Such an inactive chapter may become active.again with the approval of the National President
or the Board of Directors upon payment of chapter dues for the current year and one year in
arrears.
Inactive chapters may not initiate members, propose honorary members, or have a vote at the
Annual Business Meeting. Nothing, however, shall prevent duly initiated Pi Alpha Xi members
at an institution with an |nact|ve chapter ora ber duly initiated by that chapter, from
holding a natlonal office or cdmmrtt'e?e é'p“pdmbf\{r}ej\ 'b’tnherwwe exerting membership rights

in Pi Alpha Xi. « \
' \\ pr=. ./z T o
ARTICLE III Membershlp
-’ - I.\\ _-\
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Section I: Membershlp CL Qﬂﬁlcatlons \__,,,

The membership of Pi AlphaXiis o "'Ito all persons: engaged in horticulture provided they

meet the eI|g|b|I|ty requirements of one of the four categorles Actlve Associate, Alumni, and

Honorary. i . T ’

(a) Active Membbrshlp \ & f?

Active membershl;b is restricted to therrnstltutlon at WhICh there isa chapter of Pi Alpha Xi and

consists of the following three groups: h Y

1. Regularly enrolled students studying horticulture and havmg attained at least junior
standing (as definedsoy*the chapter’s |nst|tut|on)rare ellglble for membership. The student
must have an tiver_pt average of 3. .00 (or equivalent).

2. Graduate stud' nts studying horticulture andsif | c-ademlc standing after at least one
academic ternY are eligible for membership. ent'sﬂmould show promise of
continued activity and interest.in the field.

3. Members of Fac ‘ot hc
affiliated with the program.

Individual chapters may choose to elect a higher minimum grade point average.

‘esearch scientists

(b) Associate Membership

Faculty members from disciplines other than horticulture at an institution where there is a
chapter of Pi Alpha Xi, who are contributing to the advancement of horticulture, are eligible for
membership.

(c) Alumni Membership

Any active member who is in good standing upon withdrawal, graduation, resignation, or
retirement from his/her institution shall automatically become an alumnus/alumna.
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(d) Honorary Membership

In the initiation of persons to honorary membership, every effort should be made to limit this

group to individuals of high educational attainments and commercial prominence. Honorary

membership consists of Chapter Honorary and National Honorary memberships and meet one

of the following three criteria:

1. Persons who have rendered exemplary service in the advancement of horticulture.

2. Persons engaged in teaching, extension or research work of benefit to horticulture at an
institution where there is no active chapter of Pi Alpha Xi.

3. Persons holding a college degree who have attained a distinguished position in the field.

Honorary members have no vote in any regular meeting and are not be eligible to hold office.

ARTICLE IV: Election to Membership

Section I: Actlve Members

Membership nommatlons are SUM d tmgs(i\d{;r}(’c\)f the local chapter and approved by
the chapter’ s.actlve members.

s iy o et -
Section II: Aschn ageMembers ) ;
Associate members are gpprO\‘/ed and inducted by the local chapter at their institution.

Section III: H:i‘lo'lorary Mg .:‘a

(a) National Hamlorary Membersg 'Jomlnations for Natiopal'Honorary Members are
submitted to the B{oard of Directors through the National Secretary-Treasurer by ten members
(active, associate or alumni) who are sponsoring the candlaate Electlon of National Honorary
Members is by majority vote of the Board of Directors. Those elected to National Honorary
membership will be initiated at the Annual Business Meeting. glf for some good reason the
initiate cannot be resent at the Annu‘El Business Meeting, the Board of Directors may arrange
for his/her |n|t|at| n through one of the‘actlve chapters ,-.4'_ 4 %]
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M ¥ Selectlon ,of£ha"6fer Honorary Members is made by local
chapters and will not reqw e : by the Board ctors of Pi Alpha Xi National.

‘T
Section IV: C]L pter Transfer 2 g

Active, associate and alumni members may transfer their afflllatlon to ‘another active chapter
by paying the local'dues wi thet '

ARTICLE V: Initiation

Section I: Initiation Requirement

Election of members having been carried out as prescribed in Article IV, the members-elect are
initiated according to the by-laws and Section Il of this article before they exercise the
privileges of this Honor Society.
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Section II: Requirements for the Initiation Ceremony

(a) The ceremony of initiation is prescribed in the ritual as authorized by the Board of
Directors.

(b) The members-elect are inducted in the presence of the chapter’s membership, and the
President explains the mission of the Honor Society as set forth in Article I.

(c) The pledge, as provided in the ritual,.is administered by the President.

(d) The President addresses those who have-taken the pledge by pronouncing them members
of Pi Alpha Xi Honor Society and has them sign the chapter’s official membership roster.

(e) The President awards the.newly initiated members certlflcates of membership and
presents them to the  chapter.

o

7 AMA f\/\/\/\/\/\

ARTICLE VI: Insi@ia S

\ 5 /‘ a F9
Section I: Sym ology ‘
The |n5|gn|a has thp Eg tlan ﬁoe

|.'
tf’- and modern. hoﬂuciltie

authorization of

colors.html). . _/’x_,_-
— B e
Section IV: Lj el Iy ;
- T {
The insignia worn by members’is'the lapel pin of thel r Society, which is obtained from the
Executive Secretj_r upon receipt of dues from th ‘fLs_Spcretary-Treasurer by

he chapter’s President. %

Section V: Lettérheaa——
The official letterhead will include the insignia of the Honor Society.

Section VI: Honor Cord

Chapters are authorized to present honor cords, worn at commencement exercises, to each
member. Honor cords are one strand of lotus blue and one strand of Nile green (or comparable
colors as purchased from the University’s graduation regalia provider). It is the responsibility of
each chapter to order honor cords through their University’s channels. Honor cords may be
purchased from PAX National.

4 | National Constitution and By-Laws of Pi Alpha Xi


http://www.pialphaxi.org/official%E2%80%90colors.html
http://www.pialphaxi.org/official%E2%80%90colors.html

ARTICLE VII: Officers and Standing Committees of the Honor Society

Section I: National Officers

The National officers of the Honor Society are President, Vice President and National
Secretary-Treasurer.

Section II: Board of Directors

The affairs of the Honor Society between conventions are determined by a Board of Directors
consisting of the President, Vice President, National Secretary-Treasurer and the two
immediate past presidents. The Executive Sécretary serves as a non-voting, ex officio member
of the Board of Directors. In order to take action, the Board of Directors must have a simple
majority quorum of three members of the Board, one of which must be the current President
or Vice President, should the President not be available. Aigroup of three members of the
Board without the current President, or Vice President should:the President not be available,

cannot take action by themse)qes\u?@s?\h Went is not capable of presiding over
or death

the Board of Dlredors (i.e., resignation, healt

-

Section lII Sta‘ndwgﬁommlttees ~-.ﬁ.__..-_-_-\ U

|

The standing committees. of the Honor Society are: Rules Committee, Membership Services
Committee, Nomlqatlons Co mltte Student Act|V|t,|es Committee, Fellows Selection
Committee, and Ann Photogh “ (

| 1

\_’. 4 . ) ,‘
Section I: Sch dullng the Ané'lual Busmess Mee;m’g

(@) The Annual Business Meeting is held each year durlng the annual conference of the
Amerlcan SOCI ty for Hortlculturalgtlence (ASHS}-" 4 g .'f

prior to the qa e of th_ i Communlcatloﬁgil,s 'f.hf'bugh chapters and the ASHS

I

_‘. L=
." — 'l

(c) The purpose_d the Annual Business Meetlngﬁ;ﬂ(change of information, for
conducting Honor Society business, and to pr ) _éﬂg__@ship among all Society
members. |

Section II: Vo

Society business needing a vote will be approved by at least two-thirds of members present at
the Annual Business Meeting, or be approved by two-thirds of active chapters by written
ballot. The President, with the advice of the Board of Directors, will decide if the business
requiring a vote will be by written ballot to chapters or by individual members present at the
Annual Business Meeting.
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ARTICLE IX: Amendments

Any member or chapter may propose revisions to the Constitution by submitting the
recommendation to the National Secretary-Treasurer, who will forward the proposal to the
Rules Committee for consideration.

Revisions are reviewed by the Rules Committee for comment and consistency throughout the
Constitution, and are then submitted threugh post or electronically to the National Secretary-
Treasurer, who then submits them to the Board of Directors and through the Board, submits
the proposed revisions through post or electronically to the active chapters for consideration
and vote. 1 '

Ratification requires an affigr,xa’_t'ive vote by two-thirds 6?"'gk;e active chapters before the
succeeding Annual WM Meeting. Any chapter failing to notify the National Secretary-
by

Treasurer of its actio )Ihww acade mic year (August through
July, depending upon the chapter’s'individtal’academic alendars)"wm.Qe recorded as voting in

favor of the amendment(s).

I
o

"

Operational -T:_
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BY-LAWS OF NATIONAL CONSTITUTION
P ALPHA XI

THE HONOR SOCIETY FOR HORTICULTURE

SECTION I: Nominations and Election of Officers, and Composition of
Standing Committees PP

(a) Nominations and Eleé¢tion of Officers.

Officer elections are held every two years at the Annual Business Meeting. The President
appoints a Nominations' Committee to select nominees for President, Vice President and
National Secretary—TreasurerK\t fA‘a,s/"c«HfMMMQ Annual Business Meeting. The term
of office is from the close of the Annual Business Meeting in which elected to the close of the
Annual Businesﬂ g held t)Mo years later. A two- tmxdsma,torlty 5Ttt1e members present
at the Annual Busi eetlng is required for election to offlce |

The President, in/consultation ‘\ e
the membership, elppomts memberst &
Directors serves on each standing col mittee andis a non-vbting'( ex officio member of the
committee. ? \ ' -/ ’1

‘\ ¥ 1)
(c) Appomtm nt of the Exeh;utlve Secretary: ¢
The Board of Directors’in conjunction v\mth the Executive Director of ASHS appoints the
Executive Secretary of the PAX Honor SOC|ety This |nd|V|duaI W|II be an employee of the ASHS

headquarters staff The Executive Secretary serves.as a’)inévotmg, ex officio member of the

Board of Dlrector's = R Ry

SECTION II: Dutiek of Officers and Stand r R’litteé_s(

=

(a) Duties of Off

(1) President
The President conducts the Annual Business Meeting, supervises the actions of the Board of
Directors, and performs other duties that normally come under the office of President.

(2) Vice President

The Vice President assumes the duties of-President in the absence of the President. The Vice
President serves as editor of the Lotus Leaflet (to include, and not limited to, the results of the
Intercollegiate Floral and Design Competition, minutes from the Annual Business Meeting and
the coaches’ meeting, lists of new chapter initiates, letter from the President, photo contest
results, and news from chapters) and, with the assistance of ASHS, provides oversight for the Pi
Alpha Xi web site.
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(3) National Secretary-Treasurer
The National Secretary-Treasurer’s responsibilities include

(4) Executive Seté:retary
Responsibilities of the Board-appointed Exectitive Secreta

Maintaining regular communication with the appointed Executive Secretary
Serving as the clearinghouse for PAX inquiries
Communicating with the Chair of the Rules Committee regarding any proposed
amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws and maintaining an updated version of
the Constitution and By-Laws. The National Secretary-Treasurer provides the most
current version of the Constitution and By-Laws to all active chapters and the
Executive Secretary. The most current version is posted to the national web site.
Coordinating the annual photography-eontest, collection of entry fees and processing
cash awards to winners
Provide assistance in writing of grant proposals and acquisition of awards to support
student activities as sponsored by PAX as determined appropriate by the Board of
Directors P
Working with.the President, prepares the ag\er}das\and minutes for the Annual
Business Meeting; and then, diétridutes tHe ag'e\n’aés and minutes to the chapters, the
Vice President for publication in the Lotus Leaflet, and the Executive Secretary for
posting to the'PAX web site. = A
Sending hard copies of the Lotus Leaflet and Annual Business Meeting’s minutes to the
PAX archive (enclosing a coyer letter indicating the materials are for the Pi Alpha Xi
National archivé): " %, [\ "8

Attn: Director éfﬂ-hf\[ﬁ}sity Archivist

Kroch Library, Bivisjd_ré;of Rare and _Manuscript Collections

2B Kroch Library |

Cornell University :

Ithaca, NY 14853 | ]|

(607)255-3530, rareref@cornell.edu

-

5

ry'include:

Assisting'til\e Vige'PFesidentwith publishing and electronically distributing the Lotus
Leaflet (3i sues‘"ﬁé{ﬁiéﬁ‘ﬁn an approp'riatgﬁgrmwa]t

Maintainir{g the National PAX web site. 7 L?é%fbéCurJapproximately 6 times per year
and are toinclude posting each new issue of the Lotls Leaflet, posting the minutes of
the Annual Business Meeting, and other materials as required by the Board of
Directors.and'standing committee chairs s h

Creating and maintaining a PAX listserv

Receiving and filling orders of the Flower Judging Manual; depositing funds; reprinting
when necessary

Referring inquiries to the National Secretary-Treasurer.

Providing oversight of financial matters to include checking account and other
investment accounts, appropriate audits, accounts receivable, and accounts payable,
creating and presenting an annual income statement for the Annual Business Meeting
Providing member services to include receiving and depositing fees and lists of new
initiates for each chapter, purchasing pins and certificates, inscribing certificates and
mailing to appropriate chapters; recording new member numbers in the “black books,”
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sending lists of new initiates by chapter to the Vice President for publication in the
Lotus Leaflet, and maintaining the national database.
e Creating and sending annual dues notices to chapters, collecting and depositing dues
e Assisting the Board of Directors with other matters upon mutual agreement.

(b) Duties of Standing Committees

(1) Rules Committee.
The Rules Committee reviews and suggests changes or additions to the Constitution and By-
Laws to the membership.

e r—

(2) Membership Services Committee.

The Membership Services Committee coordinates the development of the Recruitment
Brochure, Flower Judging Manual, and other services or materials provided by the Honor
Society. The Executive Setretary will assist with the printing and.distribution of these materials

and any future serwces or maﬁepﬁql;/p{mw,éww_%aety

(3) Nommatlo Committee. o
The Nomlnatlonjom}y;mdefelops a slate of candldatesT'? NatlonaI‘Ofﬂces and presents
the slate at the Anpual Busmés‘s Meeting. ,

(4) Student Actlmtlgs" Com "'
The Student ACTIVILIGS Committee'|

Society to engagf_ ndergraduate a

—

(5) Fellows SeleJtlon Committe€ : ' - J',
The Fellows Selection Committee soT\uts nominations for Fell?w of the Society and is
responsible for ass mbling support d\)cumentatlon for selectlon

(a) Officers

If the office of President becomes vacant, it is filled by the Vice President. If any other office
becomes vacant between Annual Business Meetings, its filling will be determined by the action
of the Board of Directors.

(b) Standing Committees Chairs

If any standing committee chair vacates hi_s/_he'r position, the President, in consultation with
the Board of Directors and the remaining committee members, names a new chair.
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SECTION IV: Initiation Fees and Dues

(a) Fiscal Year
The fiscal year of the Honor Society for the determination of dues shall be from July 1 -June 30.

(b) National Dues
National and international dues of each chapter are set by the Board of Directors.

(c) National Initiation Fee
National initiation fee is set by the Board of Directors. Each initiate receives a Pi Alpha Xi lapel
pin and certificate.

(d) Chapter Dues and Ghapter-Initiation Fee,
Chapter dues and chapter’mltlatlon fees are determined by the individual chapters of the

Honor Society. Chapter Honopgrm Wessed any dues other than the
-

initiation fee.
P

\ " NG
SECTION V: Proce ureﬁfarrHandllng Funds
(a) Payment @i
The initiation fee f Cutive Secretary, at ASHS
Headquarters, by a local chapter: The check is, made payable to Pi Alpha Xi

Executive Secretar can supply lapel pins and certificates. If the design of pins or certificates

National. The Executive Secretary "dl order certificates'and reco}mtlon lapel pins. Only the
changes, then the Executive Secretary will c.?nsult W'ith the Board of Directors before re-

ordering. - h : P |

g | T\ ._ - :-, o
(b) Additional or Replacement Bapel Pins»" L
To order additiorj or replagement lapel pins, the Tre ér of a local chapter will send
payment to the Executi tar / a-lengn-wrth' € name chapter number, and date of
initiation of the member wanting the lapel pin. T ;\?ecretary orders and pays for the
same as stated ab ve. e

The Executive Secretary is the only one authorized to dlsperseNatlonaI funds. The Executive
Secretary will pay bills for goods or services rendered with presentation of receipt or
verification by the President, Vice—Presi‘dlent, or Secretary of the Honor Society. No officer or
standing committee chair will maintain an outside checking account.

(d) Annual Operating Budget

The Board of Directors establishes an annual operating budget for the Honor Society with the
assistance of the Executive Secretary. e
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(e) Requests for Financial Information

The Executive Secretary will respond to requests for information concerning the finances of
the Honor Society only when said request is submitted in writing (electronic or hardcopy) from
a member of the Board of Directors.

SECTION VI: Official Publication

The official publication of the Honor Society is the Lotus Leaflet, a newsletter that is published
and distributed three times per year.

SECTION VII: Voting Procedures

(a) Nomination apd']?lection of Officers

See By-Laws Section-r(é) 'A‘/\‘/\ f\/‘\/\/\f\/\

(b) Constltutuinal Amendments - el

See Constitution A tlc}\lX""" ; '
.-.-,4 - : = ene]

(c) By-Laws Am mek ts

See By-Laws Section A

(d) Busmessﬂlf the Sociéty

See Constitution Article VIl Section 2 - » A\

I /] e 5 :|

i l‘l ! {_-'.-' ¥

& ;
SECTION VIII: Exp Ision of Meerrs £V |

(a) Active and Associate Members- ) |
The privileges ofb: e HonoriSocie Bpnay be demedgg:ﬂff%ctlve or associate member by the
action of the chab r granting the r e‘rﬁb“ershlp When such action is contemplated, the

member in question must be glven an opportuni 'eaﬂefense either in person or in
writing. The member will be notified in writing (r return receipt required) of
such proceedings'ten business days before any actlon may be taken. F(.l)llowmg such defense,

A vote of two-thirds of the effected chapter’s active and associate members is required to
legalize an action for expulsion. The action of the chapter is final. Following such action, the
chapter must notify the National Secretary-Treasurer, who notifies the Executive Secretary to
strike the name of such expelled member from the official Records of the Honor Society.
Expelled members are required to return both their lapel pin and certificate to the chapter.
The chapter notifies the National Secretary-Treasurer that the lapel pin and certificate are
surrendered. After such notification, the National Secretary-Treasurer will ask the Executive
Secretary to process payment to such former member a sum of money equal to the entire cost
of the lapel pin.
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(b) Alumni and Honorary Members

The privileges of the Honor Society may be denied to any alumnus/alumna or honorary
member by the following procedure: Preliminary action will be initiated by the chapter or body
responsible for such membership. The unanimous vote of the chapter or official body is
necessary to continue the action. The results of such action, together with all evidence, are
then transmitted to the National Secretary-Treasurer, who in turn notifies the Board of
Directors. The Board of Directors will then evaluate the case and its decision is final.

Expelled alumni and honorary members are required to return both their lapel pin and
certificate to the National Honor Society.:Oneereceived, the National Secretary-Treasurer will
ask the Executive Secretary to strike the name of such expelled member from the official
Records of the Honor Society and to pay such formermember a sum of money equal to the
entire cost of the lapel pin.

. r g I“\" A . A ‘\
SECTION IX: ParliarflentaryAuthdbiehp/ N/ \V/V
For points not ccuered by the Constitution or By-laws, Robert s “Rules._ of Order" shall be
considered the authoﬁty y T <

SECTION X: Amendments H{J
Any member or chapter may propos vaons to the,B\y-FaWS by submitting the
recommendation to the National S 2cretary-Treasurer, who will forward the proposal to the

Rules Committee for consideration. —
1%
I

Revisions are rewe[wed by the Rules ommittee for comment anJ consistency throughout the
By-Laws, and are then submitted through post or eIectronlcalIy to the National Secretary-
Treasurer, who then submits them to the Board of Directors.and through the Board, submits
the proposed revisions through post or electromcally to.the active chapters for consideration
and vote. A

f. the active chapters before the

failil to n?utlfy the National Secretary-
Treasurer of its actlion by the end of two months durlng the academic year (August through
July, depending upon the chapter’s individual academic calen will be recorded as voting in
favor of the amendment(s). =

Ratification requi'r san affi?ﬁ”'u h‘Vé"vote by two- th i

Operational procedures may be found in the Pi Alpha Xi Operations Manual.
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Revised September 2016 by the Rules itte icl aye i i i m Klett (Colorado State
University), Alice LeDuc (Texas S University) : i versity of ine). Ratifi bruary 2016.

Revised March 2014 by the Rules G
Alice LeDuc (Texas State Uni

ett (Colorado State University),
of Wyoming). Ratified July 2014.

Revised January 2012 by the Rules/Committee of Mary Lewnes Albrecht, chair (Univ. Tennessee), Doug Ne
Williams (Kansas State Univ.), and Richard Harkess (Mississippi State Univ.). Ratified IMiay 2012.

am (Longwood Gardens), Kim

Revised August 2010 by the Rules Albrecht, chair (U (Kansas State Univ.), Jim Klett
(Colorado State Univ.), and Richard Harkess (Mississippi State Univ.). Ratified March 2011

Revised October 2008 by the Rules Committee of Mary Lewnes Albrecht (Univ. Tennessee), Kim Williams (Kansas State Univ.), Jim Klett
(Colorado State Univ.), and Richard Harkess (Mississippi State Univ.) wi_th additional input from the Board of Directors. Ratified June
2009. g ¥

Revised 2005 by Rules Committee of Mary Lewnes Albrecht (Univ. Tennessee), Kim Williams (Kansas State Univ.), Jim Klett (Colorado State
Univ.), and Richard Harkess (Mississippi State Univ.). Ratified January 2006.

Revised 2000 by Rules Committee: Jack Buxton and Virginia Walter._

Revised 1992-94 by Rules Committee: Farrell Wise, Mary Albrecht, Jay Holcomb, David Hartley and Jack Buxton with additional editing by
Terry Ferriss, Doug Needham, Barb Fails and Harvey Lang.

Revised 1986 by J. E. Klett and K. C. Sanderson.
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